Strategy Note 315, 13 May 2025

With what do we cooperate?

Strategy Note 314 said we and our unions must get good at
additional methods beyond negotiations and contracts. What
additional methods?

A key question can guide us as individuals and organizations:
With what do we cooperate?

We can always decide what to cooperate with and what not.
Oppressors cannot make that choice for us. They can order
rewards for cooperation and punishments for refusal. They can't
actually make us cooperate.

Oppressors can't even directly punish us. Their rewards and
punishments mostly depend on people cooperating with their
orders. We should organize among military and law enforcement
people to help them think about what orders to cooperate with.

We should:
* minimize cooperation with oppressors and the exchange
economy.
» expand cooperation with each other in our solidarity economy.
* never attack or blame the working people who currently
cooperate with oppression, even those who serve as its paid
enforcers.

Everybody has cooperated with oppression sometimes. Blaming
ourselves or others for such mistakes (even lethal mistakes)
counterproductively hardens minds. We must continually offer
solidarity to everybody -- including those who currently serve our
oppressors. We offer solidarity to them as people. We do not
obey them in their enforcer role.
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